
SIMON TRPČESKI
Virtuoso Series Concert in partnership with 
the School of Music

JANUARY 23, 2024



SIMON TRPČESKI

Virtuoso Series Concert 
in partnership with 
the School of Music

January 23, 2024 • 7:30PM
Libby Gardner Concert Hall

Please silence your phones and other noisemakers

Simon Trpceski appears by arrangement with CM Artists.

Recordings available on the EMI Classics, Avie, Wigmore Hall Live, 
Onyx Classics, and Linn labels.
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UTAHPRESENTS THANKS OUR 
SPONSORS AND PARTNERS

FOR SUPPORTING THIS 
PERFORMANCE OF SIMON TRPČESKI



SIMON TRPCESKI, piano

Four Mazurkas, Op. 24           Frédéric CHOPIN
                 (1810 – 1849)
       No. 1 in G Minor
       No. 2 in C Major
       No. 3 in A-flat Major
       No. 4 in B-flat Minor

Variations on “Come un agnello,” K. 460           Wolfgang A. MOZART
                  (1756 - 1791)

Selections from “The Nutcracker”           Piotr I. TCHAIKOVSKY / 
               arr. M. PLETNEV
          (1840 - 1893) / (b. 1957)
     I. March
    II. Dance of the Sugar Plum Fairy
   III. Tarantella
   IV. Intermezzo
    V. Trepak - Russian Dance
   VI. Chinese Dance
  VII. Andante Maestoso

***intermission***

Twelve Variations on a Russian Dance, WoO 71     Ludwig van BEETHOVEN
        (1770 - 1827)

Thirty-two Variations on an 
Original Theme in C Minor, WoO 80         Ludwig van BEETHOVEN

Sonata No. 7 in B-flat Major, Op. 83       Sergei PROKOFIEV
        (1891 - 1953)
     I. Allegro inquieto
    II. Andante caloroso
    III. Precipitato

PROGRAM



INDIGENOUS LAND
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

The University of Utah has both historical and 
contemporary relationships with Indigenous 
Peoples. Given that the Salt Lake Valley has 
always been a gathering place for Indigenous 
Peoples, we acknowledge that this land, which 
is named for the Ute Tribe, is the traditional and 
ancestral homelands of the Shoshone, Paiute, 
Goshute, and Ute Tribes and is a crossroad for 
Indigenous Peoples.  
 
The University of Utah recognizes the enduring 
relationships between many Indigenous Peoples 
and their traditional homelands. We are grateful 
for the territory upon which we gather today; we 
respect Utah’s Indigenous Peoples, the original 
stewards of this land; and we value the sovereign 
relationships that exist between tribal governments, 
state governments, and the federal government. 

Today, approximately 60,000 American Indian 
and Alaska Native peoples live in Utah. As a 
state institution, the University of Utah is committed 
to serving Native communities throughout Utah in 
partnership with Native Nations and our Urban 
Indian communities through research, education, 
and community outreach activities.
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ARTIST BIO

SIMON TRPČESKI has been praised as much for his powerful 
virtuosity and deeply expressive approach as for his charismatic 
stage presence. Launched onto the international scene twenty 
years ago as a BBC New-Generation Artist, in an incredibly fast-
paced career unhindered by cultural or musical boundaries, Simon 
Trpčeski has collaborated with over a hundred orchestras on four 
continents, including the London Symphony Orchestra, Philharmonia 
Orchestra, City of Birmingham Orchestra, Orchestre National de 
France, Royal Concertgebouw Orchestra, Deutsche Sinfonie 
Orchester Berlin and Dresden Philharmonic, Berlin Radio Symphony 
Orchestra, NDR Elbphilharmonie, Tonhalle-Orchester Zurich, 
Russian National Orchestra, Teatro Colon, while In North America, 
he is a frequent soloist with the Cleveland and Philadelphia 
Orchestras, the Los Angeles and New-York Philharmonic Orchestras, 
and the Chicago, San Francisco, St. Louis, Seattle, and Baltimore 
Symphonies. Further afield, he has performed with the New Japan, 
NHK Symphony Orchestra, Seoul, and Hong Kong Philharmonics, 
and the Sydney, Melbourne, and New Zealand Symphonies.



A much sought-after soloist, the long list of prominent conductors 
Simon Trpčeski has worked with includes Lorin Maazel, Vladimir 
Ashkenazy, Marin Alsop, Gustavo Dudamel, Cristian Măcelaru, 
Gianandrea Noseda, Vasily Petrenko, Charles Dutoit, Jakob 
Hrusa, Vladimir Jurowski, Susanna Malkki, Andris Nelsons, 
Antonio Pappano, Robert Spano, Michael Tilson Thomas, Gabriel 
Bebeșelea and David Zinman. His long-standing relationship with 
the Royal Liverpool Philharmonic Orchestra, further strengthened 
during the tenure of Vasily Petrenko, produced a large discography. 
Together they recorded the pillars of the Russian piano repertoire: 
Rachmaninov complete works for piano and orchestra for Avie, the 
two Tchaikovsky piano concertos and the Prokofiev piano concertos 
no. 1 and 3 for Onyx Classics. He also recorded the Shostakovich 
piano concertos with Cristian Măcelaru for Linn Records.

In 2023-24, Simon Trpčeski will be Artist in Residence with both 
the Royal Scottish National Orchestra and the Orchestre 
Philharmonique de Monte-Carlo. The Scottish residency will focus 
on Saint-Saens with performances of his piano concertos no.2 and 
5 with Thomas Søndergård, also to be recorded for Linn Records. 
Launching the release of his Brahms concerto album in November, 
he will reunite with Gianandrea Noseda and the London Symphony 
Orchestra for performances of both concertos in the same week at 
the Barbican. Travelling to four continents, other collaborations this 
season include returns to the Royal Liverpool Philharmonic Orchestra, 
the Seattle and Detroit Symphony orchestras in the US, the West 
Australian Symphony Orchestra and the Seoul Philharmonic.

An acclaimed recitalist, Simon Trpčeski has performed in major 
halls in cities including New York, San Francisco, Washington, 
D.C., London, Paris, Amsterdam, Milan, Munich, Prague, Hamburg, 
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Bilbao, Istanbul, Dublin, and Tokyo. Since his debut at Wigmore 
Hall in 2001, he has remained a regular guest of this prestigious 
venue, including a Residency in 2018, with two recitals released 
on the Wigmore Live label. The 2023-24 season will see Simon 
Trpčeski open the SWR2 Internationale Pianisten in Mainz, and 
includes recitals in Milan, Geneva, Monte-Carlo, Edinburgh, 
Glasgow. He is also an avid chamber musician, performing 
regularly at many prestigious festivals. In 2022, he embarked in a 
series of recitals with violinist Maxim Vengerov; together they have 
performed at the Barbican in London, Carnegie Hall in New York 
and the Paris Philharmonie.

A natural music explorer, Simon Trpčeski is also committed to 
strengthening the cultural image of his native Macedonia. His 
chamber music project MAKEDONISSIMO is dedicated to 
introducing audiences world-wide to the rich traditional Macedonian 
folk roots. With the collaboration of composer Pande Shahov, it 
weaves into one unique sound world the Macedonian folk music 
tradition with highly virtuous, jazz-influenced riffs and harmonies. 
Since its successful premiere in 2017, the project has travelled to 
most European countries, the USA, Canada and South Korea, with 
a high praised Linn Records Album release. In 2023, 
MAKEDONISSIMO opened a new chapter, with Concerto 
MAKEDONISSIMO, a concertante version premiered with the 
Tonkünstler Orchestra and Yutaka Sado at the Musikverein in Vienna.

Simon Trpčeski’s fruitful collaborations with EMI Classics, Avie 
Records, Wigmore Hall Live, Onyx Classics and currently Linn 
Records has resulted in a broad and award-winning discography 
which includes repertoire such as Rachmaninov complete works 
for piano and orchestra, Prokofiev, Tchaikovsky and Shostakovich 
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ARTIST BIO

piano concertos.  He has also recorded accoladed albums with 
music of composers such as Chopin, Bach, Schubert, Poulenc, 
Debussy, Ravel, Liszt, Stravinsky, Scriabin, Mussorgsky, 
Rimsky-Korsakov. His most recent recital album “Variations”, a 
solo album of works by Brahms, Beethoven and Mozart, released 
in 2022, was critically acclaimed throughout Europe and was CD 
of the month in Fono Forum (Germany), Editor’s Choice in 
Gramophone (UK), Choc de Classica (France) and Amadeus 
D’ore (Italy).

With the special support of KulturOp – Macedonia’s cultural and 
arts organization – Simon Trpčeski, having been a professor for 
11 years at the Faculty of Music at the University of St. Cyril and 
St. Methodius in Skopje, works regularly with young musicians in 
Macedonia nurturing the talent of the next generation of artists, 
as well as for the promotion and affirmation of the Macedonian 
music and of classical music in general, giving masterclasses 
worldwide. His diverse interests find him as a composer of several 
successful artistic pop songs and songs for children. In 2009, he 
received the Presidential Order of Merit for Macedonia, a 
decoration given to foreign and domestic dignitaries responsible 
for the affirmation of Macedonia abroad. In 2011, he became the 
first-ever recipient of the title “National Artist of Macedonia”.

Born in Macedonia in 1979, Simon Trpčeski is a graduate of the 
Faculty of Music at the University of St. Cyril and St. Methodius in 
Skopje, where he studied with Prof. Boris Romanov. He was BBC 
New Generation Artist 2001-2003 and in 2003, was honored 
with the Young Artist Award by the Royal Philharmonic Society.



Thanks to support from the George S. and Dolores 
Doré Eccles Foundation, five School of Music piano 
performance students have the opportunity to learn 
from Simon Trpčeski while he is on campus. This 
type of experience can be transformative in a 
student’s education. 

Coordinated by Vedrana Subotic, professor in the 
School of Music, each piano student will spend 
an hour with Trpčeski, performing a full piece and 
receiving criticism, input, and advice. Other students 
will be able to observe the classes, benefitting from 
Trpčeski’s expertise. 

The School of Music and UtahPresents thank 
Virtuoso Series Sponsor

for supporting education opportunities 
with Virtuoso Artists



HEALTHCARE STORIES: 
PROMISE
In partnership with University of Utah 
Health Resiliency Center and Center 
for Health Ethics, Arts, & Humanities

February 1, 7:00PM

Our 6th annual storytelling event, with 
community members sharing personal, 
rehearsed-but-not-scripted stories about 

health and healthcare, will focus on stories of “Promise.” The evening will 
include stories about imagined futures, potential pathways, new opportunities, 
vows, commitments, and moments of growth, as well as journeys that took 
unexpected detours and relationships that changed. 

NEXT UP ON THE

BUY YOUR TICKETS NOW AT UTAHPRESENTS.ORG

BANFF MOUNTAIN FILM 
FESTIVAL
In partnership with Campus Recreation 
Services Outdoor Adventures

February 21-23, 7:00PM

Each year, the festival brings together the 
world’s best outdoor films showcasing 
awe-inspiring footage captured in exotic 
locations around the globe. From 

breathtaking landscapes to extreme sports and mountain culture, the 
festival offers a wide variety of film and subjects sure to amaze and inspire. 
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Herbert I. and Elsa B Michael Foundation
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DONORS

Carolyn Abravanel
Jestene Ahn
Kathleen and R. Scott Amann
Association of Performing Arts   
   Professionals
B.W. Bastian Foundation
Tika Beard and Catherine Harlin
John Bergerson
Carik Berstrom
Michael Billings
Peter and Margaret Billings
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Catherine Burnett
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Community Foundation of Utah
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Metta Nelson Driscoll
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David and Lisa Kieda
Jennifer and Alan Kinghorn
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Carolyn and Pete Kowalchik
Jill and Matthew Leonelli
LIFEWTR
Michael Lobb
Nancy Peery Marriott
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DONORS

Thank you to all our donors giving gifts of $25+ for the previous 18 months
through November 3, 2023

Pace and Marilyn McConkie 
Markham McGowan    
   and Bruna Brito
Lisa Terry Mott
Donald Murphy
Nancy Murphy
Paul Murphy
New England Foundation  
   for the Arts, Inc
Duyen Nguyen
Andrew Palmer
Frank and Joanna Pedroza
John and Marcia Price  
   Family Foundation
Scott and Karin Pynes
R. Harold Burton Foundation
Margaret Reiser
Richard K. and Shirley S.  
   Hemingway Foundation
Shelby Rickart
Kelsey Roberts
Mika Robinson
Charlene and Bob Roetzel
Salt Lake City Arts Council
Salt Lake County  
   Zoo, Arts, and Parks
Sallie Dean Shatz
Srilatha and Anurag Singh
Jill Smith
The Sorenson  
   Legacy Foundation

State of Utah
Steiner Foundation, Inc.
Alice and Kevin Steiner
Bob Steiner and Wendy Reed
Ann Marie Sturm
Summit Sotheby’s  
   International Realty
Robert and Barbara Svee
Aaron Swenson and  
   Nathan Schmitz
Valda Tarbet
The Marjean McKenna  
   Living Trust
Michelle and Sean Thompson
Mary and Thomas Thomson
Ellen Tolstad and Roy Piskadlo
Grace Tran
Jennifer Tran
R. Kyle Treadway and  
   Greg Pedroza
United Way of Salt Lake
University Guest House
UtahDivision of Arts & Museums
Utah Humanities Council
Jeff and Stephanie Weber
Thomas Weed
Western States Arts Federation
Cindy Williams
Jody and Wai-Ming Wong
XMission 

 



Chloe Jones . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Executive Director
Ashley Behunin . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Production Manager
David Braithwaite . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Master Electrician
Dennis Busch . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Campaign Manager
Toni Byrd . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Ticket Office Manager
Jason Hogue . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Marketing Intern
Sheri Jardine . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Content Manager
Patricia Madsen . . . . . . . . . . Assistant Ticket Office Manager
Jacob Martinez . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Audio Engineer
Keven Myhre . . . . . . . . . . Finance and Administrative Manager
Stephanie Overfelt . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Event Manager
Jensen Risko . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Event Manager
Melissa Salguero . . . . . . . . . . . Community Engagement Manager
Bretleigh Sandorf . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Development Officer
Aja Vogelman . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Operations Director

Tiana Hood, Chair 
Michael A. Billings
Gregg Michael Bissict
Johna Brems
Patricia Callahan
Havliah Clarke 
Rainey Cornaby
Annie Davis

Metta Driscoll 
Josh Herzbrun
Laurie Hofmann
Marian Ingham*
Jill Leonelli
Lydia Martinez
Shawn Treadway   
    Morgan

John W. Scheib 
Sallie Dean Shatz
Srilatha Singh
Alice Steiner* 
Anne Marie Sturm 
Kyle Treadway*
Elizabeth Menlove 
     Thomas

*Emeritus
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