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September 13, 2024 • 7:30PM
Kingsbury Hall

Please silence your phones and other noisemakers



THANK YOU TO OUR 
2024-2025 SEASON SPONSORS

ALICE & KEVIN STEINER

NANCY PEERY MARRIOTT

KYLE TREADWAY & GREG PEDROZA

DINESH & KALPANA PATEL

GORDON & CONNIE HANKS

LEE & AUDREY HOLLAAR

SALLIE SHATZ

TOM & MARY MCCARTHEY
DAN JOHN



ABOUT TONIGHT’S 
PERFORMANCE

Paula Fuga			   Vocals and ‘Ukulele

Michael Grande		  Piano

Paul Nelson			   Bass

Becky Dosh			   Merch Manager

“We want to take Hawai‘i to the world, show the aloha 
spirit to the world, loving and welcoming and inviting. 
We’re all connected by one ocean, even though it has 

many names, we’re all on this one earth.”

Represented by
Pasifika Artists Network
Karen A Fischer, President
808-283-7007
karen@pasifika-artists.com
https://www.pasifika-artists.com



Dkarmesh Ahir
Scott & Kathie Amann

Anonymous
John Ballard
Steve Barth

William Barnett
Margaret & Peter Billings
Cal & Laura Boardman 
Glenda & Jim Bradley

Donna Branson
Johna Brems

Havilah Clarke
Rainey Cornaby

Annie Davis
Eric & Shellie Eide

David Goldenberg
Kara DiOrio & 

David Goldsmith
Natalie Divino 
& Eric Stander
Metta Driscoll

Frances Friedrich
David Goldenberg
John & Ilauna Gurr

Greg Hatch & Terry Kogan
Laurie Hofmann

Tiana Hood
Sterling & Lisa Jardine
David & Renae Kirby

Carolyn & Pete Kowalchik
Sarah Kurrus

Joseph Lahey
Billie Larson

Richard & Marla Linder
Adam Lindsay

James & Tory Magleby
Geoffrey & Jonette 

Mangum
Shawn Morgan

Jeffrey Paris 
& Alexis Lucero

Monica Ray
Barbara Reid

John A. Roberts
Hal Robins

Gary Sackett & Toni Sutliff
Jonathan & Maddy Shear

Bonnie Shepherd
Bernard Simbari 

& William Barnett
Jill Smith

Briant Summerhays
Jeffrey Whiteley

Flo Wier
Jody & Wai-Ming Wong

Roy Youngblood

THANK YOU TO OUR LEVELUP PATRONS

Learn more about levelUP benefits 
at utahpresents.org/levelup



UTAHPRESENTS THANKS

LAURIE HOFMANN

AND OUR CAMPUS & COMMUNITY PARTNERS
FOR PARTNERING ON COMMUNITY 

ENGAGEMENT EVENTS WITH PAULA FUGA

TONIGHT’S PERFORMANCE SPONSOR

MANA ACADEMY

PACIFIC ISLANDS STUDIES/MAILE ARVIN



INDIGENOUS LAND
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

The University of Utah has both historical and contemporary 
relationships with Indigenous Peoples. Given that the Salt 
Lake Valley has always been a gathering place for Indigenous 
Peoples, we acknowledge that this land, which is named 
for the Ute Tribe, is the traditional and ancestral homelands 
of the Shoshone, Paiute, Goshute, and Ute Tribes and is a 
crossroad for Indigenous Peoples.  
 
The University of Utah recognizes the enduring relationships 
between many Indigenous Peoples and their traditional 
homelands. We are grateful for the territory upon which we 
gather today; we respect Utah’s Indigenous Peoples, the 
original stewards of this land; and we value the sovereign 
relationships that exist between tribal governments, state 
governments, and the federal government. 

Today, approximately 60,000 American Indian and Alaska 
Native peoples live in Utah. As a state institution, the 
University of Utah is committed to serving Native communities 
throughout Utah in partnership with Native Nations and our 
Urban Indian communities through research, education, and 
community outreach activities.



ARTIST BIO

“She possesses an uncommonly gorgeous voice and holds notes
that wrap around a listener like a mother’s embrace.” – Variety

“Hawaiian Queen of Soul” – Maui News

“Paula has an amazing strong voice that is melodic and sweet and paints 
the picture of island life” – AU Review

Exquisite vocals, powerful lyrics and gorgeous melodies have earned Paula 
Fuga widespread critical praise and made her one of the most sought-after 
live performers in Hawai‘i. She is a songwriter of depth and passion, praised 
for her intense emotion with a personal style that is widely appealing, 
endearing audiences to her around the world. It is almost impossible to peg 
her into a single music genre. With a beautiful disposition, sweet island vibes, 
R&B, and Jawaiian roots reggae in the mix, her music has been called 
modern Hawaiian soul.

Her first release Lilikoi earned her the Nā Hōkū Award (Hawai‘i’s 
“Grammy”) for Most Promising Artist of the Year. Her music has continued to 
blend tradition, innovation, and originality, featuring soul, reggae, and jazz–
infused melodies, seamlessly mixing English and Hawaiian lyrics, with Paula 
on ‘ukulele and backed by a 2-3 piece band. In 2021, she signed with Jack 
Johnson’s Brushfire record label, and released her first album under that label 
Rain On Sunday, featuring If Ever, her single with Johnson and Ben Harper. 
Rain on Sunday garnered two top awards at the 2022 Nā Hōkū Awards: 
Female Vocalist of the Year and Contemporary Album of the Year. An earlier 
song collaboration with Johnson, Country Road. was recorded for the Mana 
Maoli CD to benefit Native Hawaiian public charter schools. 

Always expanding her professional horizons, in 2023 Paula made her 
theatrical stage debut as Fairy Godmother in Cinderella at Honolulu’s historic 
Diamond Head Theatre and launched her production company Mana 
Wahine Productions.

Born in Louisiana where her father was stationed in the Army, she grew up in 
Hawai‘i, her mom Native Hawaiian, French, English, Filipino, Chinese, and 



Puerto Rican, her dad Samoan and Chinese. As she notes, “In Hawai‘i every 
nationality counts.” At an early age, she faced the vulnerabilities of living 
homeless on the beaches of Hawai‘i, seeing the destruction caused by drugs 
and violence. Fuga began with poetry as a platform to express her experiences. 
She blossomed into a songwriter when she began playing ‘ukulele in high 
school. Invited to audition for American Idol in 2004, she did not make the cut 
but was then asked to come to Hollywood to participate in a show of “rejects” 
(whose successes proved to outnumber those of the American Idols). 

She has toured extensively with Jack Johnson, nationally and internationally, 
including Australia’s renowned Byron Bay Blues Festival, and recorded with 
reggae royalty Ziggy Marley – both are featured on her EP release Misery’s 
End. Paula dedicates much of herself inspiring the youth across the world, 
sharing her story of perseverance and hope. She is one of four performers 
in Hawai‘i (with Jake Shimabukuro, John Cruz, and Alfre Woodard) in the 
Turnaround Arts program of the Hawaii Arts Alliance in partnership with The 
Kennedy Center in Washington DC. 

Paula plays music for a culture, spreading the thoughtful and evocative 
voice of the Hawaiian people across the world. Not content to be merely a 
respected artist, Paula is also a cultural ambassador—using her talent as an 
instrument to help bring about positive social change within her islands and 
beyond. Says Paula: “We want to take Hawai‘i to the world, show the aloha 
spirit to the world, loving and welcoming and inviting. We’re all connected 
by one ocean, even though it has many names, we’re all on this one earth.”

https://www.paulafugahawaii.com/
https://pasifika-artists.com/paulafuga/

ARTIST BIO

https://www.paulafugahawaii.com/ 
https://pasifika-artists.com/paulafuga/




BY David Farr
DIRECTOR Alexandra Harbold 
FIGHT DIRECTOR Chris DuVal

September 27-October 6, 2024 
Meldrum Theatre

theatre.utah.edu



COMING UP NEXT AT UTAHPRESENTS

Tickets and info at utahpresents.org

DUCK POND
Circa
October 23| 7:30PM
Kingsbury Hall 

This contemporary reimagining of the classic 
Swan Lake is full of humor, fun, aerials, and 
acrobatics.

THE LOST ART OF DREAMING
Sean Dorsey Dance
November 21 | 7:30PM
Kingsbury Hall

The Lost Art of Dreaming invites the audience to 
connect with their own joy and look towards a 
brighter future.

DELFEAYO MARSALS
AND THE UPTOWN JAZZ ORCHESTRA
October 18 | 7:30PM
Kingsbury Hall

A large ensemble consisting of eighteen 
musicians, their music is focused on preserving 
jazz traditions and captures a distinctly New 
Orleans sound.



R. Harold Burton Foundation 
National Dance Project
National Theatre Project

Bob & Mary Gilchrist
Laurie Hofmann & David Classen

Tiana Hood & Steve Morales
Marian Ingham

Thank you to the people of 
Salt Lake County for supporting 
Zoo, Arts and Parks

Nancy Peery Marriott
Gordon & Connie Hanks

Lee & Audrey Hollaar
Dan John

Tom & Mary McCarthey
Dinesh & Kalpana Patel

Sallie Shatz
Alice & Kevin Steiner

Kyle Treadway & Greg Pedroza

SPONSORS



Carolyn Abravanel
Karen Acker
Dharmesh Ahir
Jestene Ahn
Kathleen and R. 
Zlatan Aksamija, PhD
Scott and Kathie Amann
Alizabeth Aleman
Gary and Susan Allen
Elizabeth Allen, PharmD
Dallen Allred
Camille Allred
Heather Ambrose
Sue Andersen
Craig Anderson, JD
Jeffrey Andreasen
Bob Andrews
Eric and Dominique Aragon
Aragon McCarthey Charitable Trust
Pete Ashdown
Nathan Auck
Dawnn Bachant
David Bailey
Catherine Bakk
John Ballard
Dee and Mary Bangerter
Shyann Barkdull
Hayne and Brian Barnett
Bill Barnett
Steve and Miriam Barth
Thomas Barton
Brian Bassett
B.W. Bastian Foundation
Jennifer Baumgartner
Tika Beard and Catherine Harlin
John Bench
Carolyn Bennett
Mounia Bensouda

Kathryn Berger
John Bergerson
Mark Bergstrom, PhD
Marilyn and Craig Berrett
Glen Berry
Carik Berstrom
Igor Best-Devereux
Klaus Bielefeldt, MD;PhD
Michael Billings
Peter and Margaret Billings
Suzanne Bindrup
Gregg Bissict
Ronald Black
Andrew Blackburn
Benton and Shannon Blake
Calvin Boardman, PhD
Kathleen Boben
Maurizio Bocca
Boeing
Emily Borders
Nancy Borgenicht
Colleen Boyle
Jim and Glenda Bradley
Donna Branson
Leslie Breckon
Johna Brems
Ryan Brockway
De Ann Brown
Emmalee Burdo
Jessica Burgett
Daniel and Megan Burick
Catherine Burnett
R. Harold Burton Foundation
Christine Busch
Dennis Busch
Steven Butler
Darryl and Ann Butt
Hannah Byers

DONORS



Toni Byrd
Jacqueline Calavan
Patricia Callahan
Lauren Callejas
Jennifer L. Campagna
Kris Campbell, MD
Heidi Cannella
Robert Carney
John Catlett
Dhiraj Chand
Amy Chandler
Richard Cherian
Erik Christiansen and 
   Christina Jepson
Robert Christopher
Joel and Colleen Clark
Matthew Clark
Havilah Clarke
David Classen and  
   Laurie Hofmann
Patricia and John Clay
Community Foundation of Utah
David and Sherie Coons
David Copeland, JD
Deon Corkins
Rainey Cornaby
Cornerstone
Roxanne Cowley
Lana and Curtis Crichton
Matt Cutini
Michael Dame
Carolynn Davies-Shatz
Annie and Jahn Davis
Brandy Davis
Adrian Dayton
Patrick and Lynn de Freitas
Lori Decker

Julio Delgado, MD
Tami Derezotes
Carolyn and W. Robert DeRose
Anna Dillingham
Kara DiOrio and  
   David Goldsmith
DiOrio Design
Amy Dixon
Kira Dorius
DoubleTree Suites by Hilton
Andrew Douglas
Benjamin Draleau
John and Soraia Draper
Metta Nelson Driscoll
Braden Dunbar
Jeffrey Dunn
Cherish Dunshee
Winston Eddy
Chanele Eichbauer
Eric and Shellie Eide
Kyle Enslin, MD
Epic Ventures
David and Joan Erickson
Stephen and Mary Erickson
Melanie Etcitty
Christopher Fassler
Tatyana Fedorova
Gregory Ferbrache
Jimmy Fernandez
Michael Ferro
Brittanie Flint
Becky and Kevin Flynn
Anna Fonnesbeck
Melissa Fonnesbeck
Cointon Ford
Frances Friedrich, PhD
Julie Gale

DONORS



DONORS

Ryan Gall
Jessica Galloway
GAM Foundation Jazz SLC
Julio Garreaud
Noemi Gay, DNP
Erika George, JD
Sarah George and Richard Ford
Bryan Gibson, MD
Robert and Mary Gilchrist
Brooke Glaittli
David Goldenberg, PhD
Douglas Goldsmith, PhD
Goldman Sachs
Valerie Gonzales
Nick Goodman
Robert Gordon
Gravity
Robert Greeneisen
Anabel Greenlee
Pam Greenwood, JD
William Grey
Suzy Griesel
Carly Griffith
Bob Gross, JD
The Group Real Estate, LLC
Ibi and Darrin Guevara
Diane Gunnell
John and Ilauna Gurr
Callie Hagerman
Ryan Hales
Shanna and Aaron Hall
Hampton Inn & Suites
Gordon and Connie Hanks
Janet and H. Ric Harnsberger
Kameron Harper
Tim and Stephanie Harpst
Eric Harris

Liam Harrison-Stewart
Amy Hasenkamp
Dan Hatch
Gregory Hatch and Terry Kogan
Amy Hawkins
Thomas Hawkins
Kimberly Hawvermale
Donilyn Heen
Nicholas Heffler
Christy Hepworth
Brandon Herzbrun
Joshua and Masha Herzbrun
Samantha Hill, PhD
Dick and Darlene Hirschi
Matthew and Wendy  
   Hobson-Rohrer
Audrey and Lee Hollaar
Robin Holt
Patricia Homer
Harold Hood
Tiana Hood and Steven Morales
Brooke and Michael Horejsi
Jonathan Horne, MD
Clinton Horton
Libby Hunter
Caroline Inches
Marian Ingham
Bryce Irvine, MD
Liz Ivkovich
Dinitri Jackson
Callan Hacobs
CJ Jacobs
Sheri Jardine and Erica Casey
Sterling and Lisa Jardine
Adam Jensen
Jeff Jensen
Christina Jepson, JD



DONORS

Dan John
Danielle Johnson
Haley Johnson
John Johnson
Kim and Ben Johnson
Linda Johnson, DNP
Melanie and Richard Jones
Edgar Joyner
Michael Kaufman
Gregory Keller
Safia Keller
Scott and Karen Keller
Keller Investment Properties
Kenworth Sales Company
Lynnn Kestle
David and Lisa Kieda
Shawn Kielty
Karen Killinger
D. Kira Kilmer
The Kira Kilmer Living Trust Bryson 
King
Kathleen Kingston
Sherrie Kinyon
David and Renae Kirby
Rimii Kishioka
Justin Klein-Clark
Victoria Klingonsmith
David Kluger, PhD
Susan Knight
Carolyn and Pete Kowalchik
Sarah Kurrus
Joseph Lahey
Robert Lainhart
Jonette Lance
Stewart Landau, MD
Grace Larsen
Billie Larson

Lucki Latimer
Estelle Ledoux
Stacey Lemmons
Jill and Matthew Leonelli
Molly Lewis
LIFEWTR
Marla and Richard Linder
Adam Lindsay
Richard and Susan Lockwood
Anna Loughridge
Steven and Rae Louie
Chris Lovato
Thomas Lynam
Emily Lyons
Mandy Madrid-Meyers
Tory Magleby
Geoffrey Mangum, JD
Kristie Manwaring
Mitch Markey
Nick and Jen Markosian
Markosian Auto
Nancy Peery Marriott
Sandra Marsh
Alisa Marshall
Alison Marshall
Sunaree Marshall
Lydia Martinez
Marva Match
Tom and Mary McCarthey
Scott McCarty
Pace and Marilyn McConkie 
Jade McCoy
Karnee McCoy
Lori McDonald
Nan McEntire
Sharon McGough



DONORS

Markham McGowan
   and Bruna Brito
Alison McKelvy
The Marjean McKenna  
   Living Trust Tiffany McKenzie
Sarah Medlin
Cassie Medura, JD
Sari Melnicoff
Teresa Mendiola
Robyn Mendlow
Morgan Menlove
Merit Medical Systems, Inc
Jennifer Merkley, DNP
Rita Merlo
Herbert I. and Elsa B. Michael 
   Foundation
Kellie Michaelis
Carolina and Nicholas Miescier
Donise Miller
Adrian Mitchell
Edith and Thomas Mitko
Adrianne Moore
Samuel and Shawn Morgan
Morgan Stanley Global Impact 
   Funding Trust Inc.
Terry Mott
Austin Mouw
MSC Companies
Mumbia House/Red Fort
Jackson Murphy
Kathleen Myers
Keven Myhre
Aditiyaa Nagarajan
Joseph Naguy
Jennifer Nakao
Nicholas Nebesky
Antonia Nelson

New England Foundation  
   for the Arts, Inc
Duyen Nguyen
Karen and Jim Nichols
Cassia Nielsen
Leslie Nixon
Timothy and Kristin Norris
Bill and Lori Oakley
Andrew Odoardi
Eric Olafson
Melissa Olsen
Leslie Orgill
Lucy Osborn, MD
Grason Osborne
Janet Osborne
Andrew Palmer
Samie Palmer
Serei Panh
Anna Papadopoulos
Jeffrey Paris
Craig Parker, MD
Dinesh and Kalpana Patel
James Pearl, MD
Frank and Joanna Pedroza
Pepsi
Zoe Perry
William Peterson
Roy Piskadlo
Matthew Podlinsky
Michael Pope, MD
John and Marcia Price  
   Family Foundation
Matthew Price
Sarah Price-Huish
Scott and Karin Pynes
Vinitha Rajan
Kurtis and Marjorie Rasmussen



DONORS

Raymond James Charitable 
   Endowment Fund
Kenya Rene
Salena Richards
Becky Roberts
John Roberts, PhD
Kelsey Roberts
John Robertson
Rachel Robertson
Hal Robins, PhD
Mika Robinson
Yolimar Rodriguez
Charlene and Bob Roetzel
Jorge Rojas
Megan Roland
Amy and Jeffrey Rossi
Gary Sackett, JD
Helena Safavi-Hemami, PhD
Sai Krupa Hospitality LLC
Eugene Salazar
Salt Lake City Arts Council
Salt Lake County  
   Zoo, Arts, and Parks
Talmage Sanders
Bretleigh Sandorf
Madeline Sandt, JD
Thomas Scharlow
David Scheer
David Schiffhauer
Susan Scurria
Harold Sears, PhD
Khosrow and Ghazaleh Semnani
The Semnani Family Foundation
Sallie Dean Shatz
Sydney Shaw
Maddy and John Shear
Bonnie Shepherd

Rebecca Shipton
Sophie Silverstone
Srilatha and Anurag Singh
Emma Singleton
Amanda Smith
Jill Smith
Callie Snell
Mavis Snelson
Terry and David Snyder
Greta Sommerfeld
Daniel Sommers, MD
Mary Sorensen
Jim and Krista Sorenson
The Sorenson  
   Legacy Foundation
Jean Soulier
Jesse Stanford
Carol Steffens
Steiner Foundation, Inc.
Alice and Kevin Steiner
Bob Steiner and Wendy Reed
Milly Stello
Todd Stewart
Kimberly Strand
Nate Stringham
Ramona and John Stromness
Douglas Stuart
Ann Marie Sturm
Briant Summerhays
Summit Sotheby’s  
   International Realty
Robert and Barbara Svee
Aaron Swenson and  
   Nathan Schmitz
Arthur Swindle, JD
Stephen Swindle, JD
Valda Tarbet



DONORS

James Taylor
Liz and Zachary Taylor
Herta Teitelbaum
Elizabeth and Justin Thomas
Karen Thompson, JD
Michelle and Sean Thompson
Ellen Tolstad and Roy Piskadlo
Harpal and Kulwant Toor
Patricia Tozzi
Grace Tran
Jennifer Tran
Nancy anad Ervin Trapa
R. Kyle Treadway and  
   Greg Pedroza
Katie Turner
Taylor Turner
Deborah Uman
United Way of Salt Lake
University Guest House
Melissa Urofsky
U.S. Charitable Gift Trust
Utah Humanities
Tricia Van Hecke
Bob Van Orman
Ellen Van Orman
John Veranth, PhD
David Viskochil, MD;PhD
Brenda Wadsworth
Matthew Wallace
Hannah Warr
Wasatch I.T.
Thomas Weed, MD

Ariella Welsh
Tina West
Western States Arts Federation
Von and Virginia Whitby
Jeannine and Lamont White
Florence and Lawrence Wier
Gretchen Wilcox
Cameron Williams
Cindy Williams
Andrea Williamson, MD
Bruce Wilson
Adrienne Wiseman
Sarah Wolach
Emily Wolcott
Bonnie Wolsey-Dickinson
Jody and Wai-Ming Wong
William Woolston
Manuelita Woulfe
Patricia Wright
Steve Wygant
XMission 
Robert Yerman
Roy Youngblood
Armando Zazueta
Aileen Zebrowski
Emily Ziegler
Zions Utah Bancorporation
Michael and Anna Zumwalt 

Thank you to all our donors  for the previous 18 months



Chloe Jones . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Executive Director
Ashley Behunin . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Production Manager
David Braithwaite . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Technical Director
Dennis Busch . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Campaign Manager
Toni Byrd . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Ticket Office Manager
Jason Hogue . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Marketing Intern
Sheri Jardine . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Content Manager
Patricia Madsen . . . . . . . . . . Assistant Ticket Office Manager
Jacob Martinez . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Audio Engineer
Keven Myhre . . . . . . . . . . Finance and Administrative Manager
Jensen Risko . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Event Manager
Melissa Salguero . . . . . . . . . . . Community Engagement Manager
Cheri Snook . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Lighting Supervisor
Juniper Taylor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Development Officer
Aja Vogelman . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Operations Director

Tiana Hood, Chair 
Michael A. Billings
Johna Devey Brems
Havliah Clarke 
Rainey Cornaby
Annie Davis
Metta M. Driscoll 
Josh Herzbrun

Laurie Hofmann
Tyler Horton, Sr.
Marian Ingham*
Jill Leonelli
Adam B. Lindsay
Lydia Martinez
Shawn Treadway   
    Morgan

John W. Scheib 
Sallie Dean Shatz
Alice Steiner* 
Anne Marie Sturm 
Kyle Treadway*
Elizabeth Menlove 
     Thomas

*Emeritus

UTAHPRESENTS ADVISORY BOARD

STAFF AND 
ADVISORY BOARD

linkedin.com/company/utahpresents

facebook.com/utahpresents

instagram.com/utahpresents


